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It all began when Andi was 17 months old. 
She had mastered the art of walking just 
after the age of 12 months so wasn’t long 
on her feet until she began to limp. At 
first, we put this down to a wee toddler 
tumble as she was quite happy in herself, 
however very quickly the limp became 
progressively worse, and she was showing 
signs of pain and discomfort. After visiting 
our GP, he was quite concerned and as it 
appeared things were getting worse, he 
sent us off to see an Orthopaedic 
Surgeon. We went to see a private 
Orthopaedic surgeon who sent us straight 
to Starship that day from his clinic in 
Auckland.  

 

 
We spent 3 days in Starship where Andi 
underwent several tests and a General 
anaesthesia to have steroid injections put 
into her knee and ankle joints. We met 
with Rheumatology but were not 
diagnosed until a few months later. 
Initially they didn’t want to diagnose JIA 
as she was under two years old, but it was 
evident this was the case. 

 

 
 After several months of oral pain relief, 
steroid injections into multiple joints 
(which required General anaesthesia 
every time as she was so young) and oral 
steroids; Andi was finally put onto 
Methotrexate. These months leading up 
to a diagnosis and a long-term plan of 
how to manage her JIA were very 
stressful. As parents it was extremely 
difficult to see our toddler crying for hours 
in the morning not being able to stand 
until her medication kicked in and she 
warmed up her joints.  
For a time, all was well managed and 
leading up to school starting we decided 
to wean her off the methotrexate. 
Unfortunately, Andi only had a short time 
off medication as she developed 
secondary Uveitis and was having further 
pain in multiple joints. So, it was back on 
Methotrexate and Humira which we are 
still on currently. The Uveitis proved to be 
very stubborn and has taken over 2 years 
to settle.  

Fortunately, we are so lucky to have the 
most amazing Ophthalmology and 
Rheumatology teams look after Andi, and 
we can only but praise everyone looking 
after her.  

 

 

But JIA is only a part of Andi’s life. She is a 
vivacious and active 8year old who loves 
to dance and ride motorbikes!  

Last year Andi was part of her first dance 
production which involved hours of 
rehearsals and shows- even though Mum 
was exhausted Andi loved every minute of 
it.  

 

 
She also recently completed her dance 
tests in jazz and hip hop. And when her 
dancing shoes are off, she has her 
motorbike helmet on, and Dad is teaching 
her how to ride.  
We also recently added to our family with 
a dog at the beginning of the year and our 
miniature schnauzer called Kieka adores 
Andi and is always by her side.  

 

 
We believe JIA will be a part of our lives 
for some years to come and we will 
continue to keep strong. JIA has taught 
Andi resilience, bravery and courage that 
has made us as parents so proud of her.  
Lastly, we are thankful for all the support 
we have received from our family, 
medical teams and all the great events 
KWANZ has invited us to giving us the 
opportunity to connect with other JIA 
families. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

KWANZ’s Young Achiever - Andi 

Please remember every journey is unique to 
that person.  Sharing a personal story is an 
act of kindness; it lets others know they are 
not alone. 
   

Please check with your child’s Specialist or 
GP if this article has generated medical 
questions for you. 

Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in this article 
are the author's own and do not 
necessarily reflect the view of Kids 
With Arthritis NZ Charitable Trust. 
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